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6.1.3 
MPTB 
Guidelin
es for 
Water 
Tourism 

Under this application for 
the license for boats with 
the certification from 
Indian Register of Shipping 
shall have to be made and 
on this the MPTB shall issue 
the license for one year 
with renewal annually. 

We request the Madhya 
Pradesh Tourism Board to give 
the license to build and 
operate for the minimum 15 
years initially and then renew 
it for further 15 years. The 
funding by bank will not be 
possible for license period of 1 
year as the capex recovery will 
be in excess of 8 years. 

The permission for operation of the vessel shall be granted for the 
vessel's lifetime, as recommended by a member surveyor of the 
International Association of Classification Societies. 
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6. 
Govern
ment 
Support 
& 
Guidelin
es 

State Government’s Support 
for Cruise Operations 
Madhya Pradesh Tourism 
Policy, 2016 amended 2019 
offers 15% Capital 
Investment subsidy 
maximum up to Rs 3.00 
Crore for creation of 
infrastructure and 
establishment of Adventure 
Tourism, Water Tourism, 
Water Sports, Cruise/House 
Boat, Navigation 
infrastructure etc. by way of 
investment and interest 
subsidy to promote private 
sector investments. 

As the initial capex on 
backup area, berthing 
jetties, cruise vessels and 
other ancillary installations 
is between 125 Crores to 
150 Crores. The project is 
going to remain cashflow 
negative for a period of first 
3 to 5 years. We request the 
Madhya Pradesh Tourism 
Board to subsidize the ticket 
cost by 50% for the first 
year, 40% for the second 
year, 30% for the third year, 
20% for the fourth year and 
10% for the fifth year. 

Please refer the provisions of MP Tourism Policy 2025 clause number 6.19 
Investment promotion assistance to set-up Large/Mega/Ultra-mega tourism 
projects: 

 
It also offers 15% Capital Investment subsidy maximum up to Rs 3.00 Crore for 
creation of infrastructure and establishment of Adventure Tourism, Water 
Tourism, Water Sports, Cruise/House Boat, Navigation infrastructure etc. and 
under clause 6.29 (Additional Capital Grant for Promoting Electric Cruises) 
additional 5% capital grant on the approved project cost will be provided under 
relevant provisions of the policy to encourage electric cruises  
Investors may avail corresponding benefits based on the scale of investment. 
There is no provision for direct ticket subsidies in the extant policy. 
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7.2 Scope of 
Work and 
Minimum 
obligation of 
the Agency 

 
Setting up and running a 
restaurant service on the 
vessel 

We request the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board to permit for 
preparation and consumption of non- 
vegetarian food (except beef) on 
board the cruise vessel. 

  Operators must adhere to local laws and must follow 
practices of local communities apart from any additional 
guidelines from state including the provisions of Hindu 
Religious Places of Worship (Prohibition of marketing, 
Slaughtering, Trading, Cooking, Serving and 
Consumption of Meat and other non-Vegetarian Food) 
Act, 2022(As attached in Annexures) 

 
4 

7.2 Scope of 
Work and 
Minimum 
obligation of 
the Agency 

 
Setting up and running a 
restaurant service on the 
vessel 

We request the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board to permit for storage 
and consumption of Alcoholic 
Beverages on board the cruise vessel. 

 
 
 

Operators must adhere to local laws, Excise 
Department regulations, the operator must follow the 
practices of local communities apart from any 
additional guidelines from state. At present the state 
government has banned the sale of liquor within a five-
kilometer radius of the Narmada River (As attached 
in Annexures) 
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7.2 Scope of 
Work and 
Minimum 
obligation of 
the Agency 

Running the day-to-day 
operations of the Cruise 
vessel 

We request the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board to permit for 
installation, and operation of gaming 
machines on board the cruise vessel. 

The current EOI does not include /exclude 
provisions for gaming machines specifically on 
cruise vessel. However, Games on board that 
do not involve any money exchange can be 
allowed, but activities such as casino, gambling 
and betting will not be permitted (refer public 
gambling act of 1867). Other activities will be 
allowed as per the norms and guidelines of the 
State / Central Government 

 
6 

 
Appendix -1 

 
Available Parcel of Land 

We request the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board to allocate land 50 
Hectors in total for the purpose of 
onshore support, entertainment, rest for 
tourist, restaurants, parking, hotel etc. 
The land should be allocated for a 
period of 99-year lease. 

A chunk of 2-hectare land may be provided as 
per clause 13.5 of MP tourism policy 2025 and 
direct allotment of parcel can be done under 
ultra mega tourism projects  
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8 (a) and (d) 
Who should 
Submit EOI? 

The applicant may be a regional/ 
national / International Tourism 
sector operator/ player with a 
proven track record in 
implementing tourism projects 
commensurate with the size and 
nature of the proposed project. 
Preference will be given to 
applicants who have proven 
experience in carrying out the same 
kind of project/ activities in the past. 

We request the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board to allow for shipping 
companies with more than 10 
vessels operating in India, profit 
making for the last 5 years and Net 
Worth in excess of 100 Crores to be 
eligible to participate and get the 
approval for issuance of the license 

Preference may be given to 
applicants with marine/tourism/ 
shipping background. The net 
worth and other criteria should be 
such that it is in line with Floated 
EOI. 
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8 (a) Who 
should submit 
EOI? 

The applicant may be a 
regional/national/International 
Tourism sector operator /player 
with a proven track record in 
implementing tourism projects 
commensurate with 9the size and 
nature of the proposed project. 

 
We request the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board to ensure that the 
participants have the capability of 
constructing new vessels in the 
last 3-5 years. A tie up with a 
shipyard for the construction of 
the cruise vessels should be a 
must. 

Preference may be given to 
applicants with marine/tourism/ 
shipping background. The net 
worth and other criteria should be 
such that it is in line with Floated 
EOI. 
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7.Scope of 
Work 

 
7.1 Types of Cruises 

We request the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board to provide the 
status of the contracts for the 
jetty construction that have been 
awarded. 

MPTB has initiated infrastructure 
development and installed jetties 
at Kukshi and Sakarja. 
Details of construction can be 
provided upon request. 
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6.1 
Government 
Support & 
Guidelines 

 
MPTB Guidelines for Water Tourism 

We request the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board to provide the 
requisite permissions from the 
state of Maharashtra and Gujarat 
to operate the cruise vessel 

Operators must obtain separate 
approvals from Maharashtra and 
Gujarat for operations within their 
jurisdiction. How ever a SPV is 
being formed and MoU has been 
done for the same. With the 
respective states. 

11 5. Project 
Background 

 
Site and Location Overview 

We request the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board to provide the 
complete hydrographic survey 
chart of the complete route. 

The WAPCOS report, which 
includes hydrographic data, is 
attached herewith for your 
reference 
“https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1mktFz85kthMP-
ZxLIHxTvhCQR5JEg8FZ?usp=shar
ing” 
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Inviting 
Expression of 
Interest (EOI) 
for Organizing 
Cruises at Dhar 
in Madhya   
Pradesh 

 
2. Tourism in Madhya Pradesh 

 
We request the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board to provide the 
latest statistics on Tourism in the 
state of Madhya Pradesh. The 
industry size and footfall. 

The latest statistics can be provided 
upon request. 
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7.2 Scope of 
Work and 
Minimum 
obligation of 
the Agency 

 
Running the day-to-day operations 
of the Cruise vessel 

 
We request the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board to allow us to 
build a terminal to suite our 
cruise vessels and operate the 
same. 

Not possible. 
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14 6.1.3 MPTB 

Guidelines for 
Water Tourism 
; Page 

On issuance of Letter of Acceptance, 
a time period of one year for Big 
Boats and 6 months shall be given 
for small boats to make them 
available. 

We request the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board to amend “On 
issuance of Letter of Acceptance, 
a time period of 18 Months for 
Big Boats and 12 months shall be 
given for small boats to make 
them available. 

The timeline for successful 
bidders to operationalize cruise 
vessels shall be fixed at two (2) 
years from the date of award. A 
penalty-based extension of up to 
one (1) year may be granted in 
case of genuine delays, subject to 
due approval by the competent 
authority. For other boats, the 
delivery time line will remain as it 
is. 
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9. Selection 
Process 

Based on the evaluation of the 
application and technical 
presentation, the Authority will 
release a final list of “Private 
Operators”, to whom a license will 
be awarded to operate 
the Cruise service from Kukshi to 
the Statue of Unity. 

We request the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board to provide a 
guarantee of exclusivity for a 10 
years period to prevent excessive 
competition in the early years. 

The EOI does not provide 
exclusivity. Permissions will be 
based on carrying capacity of 
Navigation channel as decided by 
the authority. 

 
16 5. Project 

Background 

MPTB has already undertaken key 
steps to develop the infrastructure 
Narmada riverbank including the 
installation of 
Jetties at Kukshi and Sakarja. 

We request the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board to ensure that 
basic operational infrastructure 
(such as docking facilities, 
reliable road connectivity, and 
steady electricity supply) is fully 
operational before the cruise 
launch. 

MPTB has already initiated 
infrastructure development, 
including jetties at Kukshi and 
Sakarja. 

 

 














































































































































































































































































